Avon Junior Athletic Association, Inc.

Girls’ Volleyball


League Organization

	League  Goals 
	The goal of the AJAA Volleyball League is to:

· Involve everyone in a positive team experience, 

· Develop fundamental volleyball skills, 

· Build player confidence, and 

· Have fun! 

	League Overview 
	The Volleyball League is designed to teach the game of volleyball to 10-15 year-old players within the framework of:

· An instructional and recreational league,

· Keeping score,

· Emphasizing player effort to play well, 

· Practicing good sportsmanship, 

· Considering all players as WINNERS regardless of score!


	Official Rules
	All situations will be governed by IHSAA Volleyball Rules with the following exceptions and clarifications. 

These exceptions and clarifications were approved by the AJAA Board of Directors and Officers.

	Changes
	ANY CHANGES TO THESE RULES MUST BE APPROVED BY THE AJAA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.


	Coaches Selection and Duties
	The AJAA Board of Directors shall approve of league coordinators and team coaches per the approved AJAA policy.  Refer to the “AJAA Coaches and Coordinators:  Selection and Responsibilities” policy.


	Team Selection
	Teams will be determined per the approved AJAA Team Selection Policy. 

Every effort shall be made to keep the teams to a maximum of nine (9) players.  The Director of Volleyball may authorize exceptions to this rule.


	Games Scheduled 
	The number of games in the AJAA league may vary due to the number of teams organized in the league.  

· The maximum number of games that may be scheduled is ten (10). 

· This maximum limit does not include tournament games.


	Tournament
	Volleyball will conclude with an end of season tournament.  Tournament positions will be randomly determined prior to the season.

	
	In tournament play, teams must have at least six players or a forfeit is declared. No replacement players are allowed. 


	Referees, Umpires, and Line Judges
	One referee will be provided for all games. One line judge, preferably an adult over the age of 18, will be supplied by each team and will change courts after each game. 

A referee and an umpire will be provided for all tournament games.


	Coaches as Referees
	Coaches who are referees should not referee their team.  The referee should not “coach” the players, but rather relay “coaching” instructions to players through the team coach to avoid giving players mixed messages.

Coaches will not be permitted to referee or umpire any tournament game without the approval of the League Coordinator and the coaches of both teams involved.


	Failure to Follow Rules
	Failure to follow rules may result in punitive action.  Said action may include, but not be limited to, the following:

· Reprimand by the Director of Volleyball

· Reprimand by the Executive Committee

· Forfeiture of game(s)

· Suspension of Coach(es)

· Termination of Coach(es)


Miscellaneous

	Net Height
	The net height will be 84” for 5th & 6th grade, and 88” for 7th, 8th, and 9th grade.


	Ball
	The ball shall be of regulation size and construction.  The NFHS authenticating mark is not required.


	Makeup Games
	Canceled games may be rescheduled by the League Coordinator or the Director of Volleyball (depending on facility availability).


	Facility Cleanup
	All teams are responsible for disposing of litter on and around the gym, bleachers, and benches after each practice or game.


	Player Attire and Jewelry
	All players are required to wear the AJAA team uniform.  There will be no alteration of the team uniform allowed.  Uniforms which have been altered must be replaced at the player’s expense prior to the player participating in an AJAA game.  No player is permitted to wear jewelry (including earrings, hair pins, and barrettes) while participating in a game or practice.  The only exception will be for religious or medical alert jewelry, which must be taped to the body.


	Coach’s Refusal to play a player
	Any coach who wishes to refuse a player the right to play in a game must notify the League Coordinator at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled start of the game.  The coach must have tried all possible methods of resolving the problem before contacting the League Coordinator.


	Late Players/

Players Leaving/

Returning
	If a player leaves prior to the end of a game, the coach will inform the other team’s coach of the player that has left the game and she will be skipped in the serving order.  Players may not enter a game if they were not present for the start, but may play in a successive game.


	Replacement Players
	During regular season games when 6 team players are not available, coaches should attempt to determine a way to play games using replacement players.  A replacement player must be a registered AJAA volleyball player in the same league or one league below.  Replacement players must serve at the end of the order.


Game Play

	Match and Game Definition
	A match shall consist of the best two-out-of-three games.  The first team to win two games shall be declared the winner of the match.  The third game shall not be played unless it is necessary to determine the winner of the match.  If a third game is necessary, a coin toss shall be conducted prior to that game.  The first two games shall be 25 points (no cap), and a team must win by two points.  The third and deciding game shall be 15 points (no cap), and a team must win by two points.


	Roster and Lineup
	Coaches are not required to submit a roster and lineup.


	Serving Line
	During regular season play, an alternate serving line shall be marked 8’ inside the regular end line.  5th & 6th grade players may elect to use this alternate serving line for either an underhand or overhand serve.  7th, 8th, and 9th grade players may elect to use this alternate serving line for overhand serving only.  Use of the alternate serving line will not be permitted during tournament play.


	Back Row Players
	Back row players are permitted the same actions as front row players.


	Libero
	Use of the libero is not permitted.


	Rotation
	Teams shall rotate clockwise one position each time they are awarded a side out.  Additionally, teams shall rotate clockwise one position after winning three (3) successive points during a single player’s term of service.  For tournament play, the rotation will be after five (5) successive points.


	Substitution
	A substitution for the right back player shall be made during each rotation.  All players shall be substituted in the same order for the duration of a game.
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