POLICY REGARDING TRAVEL TEAM PARTICIPATION

As approved by Avon Jr. Athletic Association Executive Committee

    I.     PURPOSE/SCOPE




The purpose of the following is to outline the procedure for selection of Travel Team coaches and 



team members, define the responsibilities of and guidelines for conduct of Travel Team 




participants. These guidelines cover all Avon Jr. Athletic association (AJAA) sponsored sports.

 II.
AMENDMENTS




These guidelines have been approved by the AJAA Executive Committee.  Any 
 modifications to, or deviations from, these guidelines must be approved in advance by the AJAA 
Executive Committee.

III.
SELECTION OF TRAVEL TEAM PARTICIPANTS



A.     Overview of Travel Teams




Travel Teams are authorized for the following sports:




BOYS
GIRLS



Baseball
7&8, 9&10, 11&12,


N/A





13, 14, and 15 yrs. of age




Softball
N/A
7&8, 9&10, 11&12, 13&14 Slow Pitch






9 & 10, 11&12, 13&14 Fast Pitch




Basketball
3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grades
3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grade



B.
Selection Process




The coach candidates for each travel team shall be nominated by the Director of the sport and voted on approved by the Executive Committee.  The players are to be selected after tryouts are conducted among all interested participants in the recreational league deemed eligible by the Executive Committee.  Respective selections are to occur by a Selection Committee in the following sequence:




1.
Determine the number of players  (See table below)




2. 
Organize and announce the tryouts to all eligible participants 




3.
Select the players from the tryout participants

All players must participate in a tryout to be eligible to play on a travel team.  

If an “A” team and a “B” team are to be selected, the “A” team shall be selected, including discretionary players, prior to the selection of the “B” team



C.
Selection Committee




The Selection Committee shall be comprised of the Director of the sport (or representative selected by Director) and/or the Travel League Coordinator, the Coach of the Travel Team, and a third individual approved by the Executive Committee.  A Selection Committee shall be named for each Travel Team for each sport and approved by the Executive Committee.



D.      Sanctioned Teams

The Executive Committee will approve the number of sanctioned teams after recommendation by the Director of the sport.  

For baseball/softball:

AJAA will sanction one team only per age group (ages 7-12) to play in an in-season Travel League.  All players must be registered AJAA players in the in-house league.  AJAA will also sanction one
7th and one 8th grade travel team to play in the MABA Travel League.  The MABA players will not be allowed to play in the in-house league.  Fast pitch


Girls’ Softball will field as many teams as possible.

E. In addition, it is permissible for U10, U12, U14, and U16 fastpitch teams to form teams to play outside of the Westside Fastpitch League.  The U10 team must be comprised of only 9 & 10 year old registered players.



F.
Players




Travel Team player participants are to be selected based on their performance in tryouts and 



on performance in league play (from the most recent season).  The number of players that are 



to be selected for each team by the Selection Committee is reflected in the table below.   



Additional players may be named to the team, to make up the required number to play, at any 



time by the head coach.   Additional players are to be named with consideration given to 



players previously receiving votes during the selection process, the needs of the Travel Team 



team, and the overall amount of talent in the league.










Additional Players







Designated Minimum


  at Discretion of




Sport

  Number of Players

       Head Coach       



Baseball


9




0 - 6




Softball


    9




0 - 6




Basketball



6




2 – 4

Any selected player who declines to participate on a Travel Team may be replaced at the discretion of the Travel Team head coach.

G. Basketball players must register to play basketball at AJAA.  Travel Team basketball players will not be required to play in the AJAA “in-house” league.  Any player who registers for basketball and does not make the travel team, and does not wish to play in the “in-house” league will be issued a refund.

H. Players may “play up” if there is not a sanctioned team for their age group, provided that their age group is listed above as an authorized travel team age group for the sport under consideration (e.g. a tee ball baseball player may not “play up” on a 7 year old travel baseball team since AJAA does not authorize travel teams for the tee ball age.  A 2nd grade basketball player may not “play up” onto a 3rd grade travel basketball team because AJAA does not authorize travel basketball at the 2nd grade level).
 IV.
UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT    



A.
Uniforms

Travel Team uniforms will be selected and paid for by each team.  This cost is to be covered by a fee charged to the parents of the participants by the coach.  The shirt shall have AVON” on the front.



B.
Equipment

Each team will be provided equipment necessary to play that sport.  Travel teams will be allotted sym or field time to support practice and game requirements.



C.
Funding

Travel team shall cover necessary expenses for participation in their respective sports.  Each Coach should set fees for participation on their Travel Team based on a budget set for planned expenses such as, but not limited to, uniforms, umpires, trophies, and tournament entry fees.




The Treasurer for AJAA may receive funds on behalf of a Travel Team from participants, donors and/or sponsors.  Disbursement of these funds from the AJAA account shall be made by check and shall be accounted for with appropriate receipt and/or documentation.  Disbursement of funds deposited with AJAA shall only be made for tournament registration fees, uniforms and referee/umpire fees.  The AJAA Executive Committee shall approve any exceptions to this policy. 

The coach or team representative shall submit a preliminary budget listing expected expenses and funding to the AJAA Executive Director prior to disbursement of funds.   A final budget and accounting of funds must be presented to the AJAA Executive Director at the completion of the season.  Any remaining funds are to be surrendered to the AJAA Executive Director where they will be placed in the AJAA "general accounts", funds will not be held for future years.  All budgets are subject to review and approval by the AJAA Executive Committee.
   V.
RESPONSIBILITIES AND GUIDELINES FOR CONDUCT



A.
Playing Time




There are no AJAA imposed requirements for playing time.  However, coaches are urged to 



find
ways to use a variety of players while remaining competitive.  Playing time should be 



considered
when selecting additional players.



B.
Equipment, Uniforms, Tournament Selection, Practice Time, Etc.




The head coach, working with the Director of the sport, is responsible for obtaining and caring 


for equipment and uniforms, developing practice schedules, and organizing games/selecting 



tournaments.



C.
Conduct




The coaches and players/parents selected for Travel Team participation represent AJAA and 



the community of Avon and are expected to do so in a sportsmanlike manner.  All 




disciplinary matters are to be directed to the Director of the Sport by the Travel Team head 



coach.  Consistent with AJAA by-laws, the AJAA Executive Committee may dismiss a head 



coach for cause.

VI.
HOSTING A TOURNAMENT



A.
It shall be the responsibility of the Coach of each Travel Team to name a Tournament 



Director (possibly themselves) who will determine time,
type of tournament, and number of 



entries to each tournament.



B.
Playing Facility




Tournament Director shall be responsible for securing the facility on which said tournament is 


to be held.  Coordinating that time with baseball/softball director for diamond, time, and 



the school designee i.e. athletic director or principal for each school.



C.
Concession




Any concession stand that will be opened during the tournament must be scheduled with the



AJAA concession coordinator.



D.
Finances




Tournament director shall set fees to cover all expense including, but not limited to:





1.  gym or diamond rental





2.  referee or umpires





3.  trophies





4.  equipment (i.e. baseballs/softballs)




Schedule of charges may be, but not limited to:





1.  entry fees





2.  gate admission





3.  50/50 raffle




Any profits that shall be realized (after all expenses are paid) from an AJAA Travel Team 



Tournament shall be turned over to the AJAA Executive Committee to be applied to the 



operating costs associated with fields and lights. 



E.
Insurance




Tournament director shall be responsible to make sure all participants sign a waiver of 



liability before participation in said tournament and recommend that all teams be self insured.
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